Bigfork Stormwater Project

he community of Bigfork is located
at the northeast corner of Flathead
Lake. Originally a logging community,
the village surrounds Bigfork Bay. The
Swan River empties into Flathead Lake
at Bigfork Bay, now primarily a resort
community. The many art galleries and
the Bigfork Theatre for the Performing
Arts draw tourists from around the state,
country and world.
Recent development, with increased impervious surfaces such as roofs, paving
and sidewalks, have created flooding problems to residences and businesses around
Bigfork Bay, including increased pollution
entering the Bay and subsequently Flathead Lake. Stormwater has occasionally
infiltrated the Bigfork Water and Sewer
System sanitary sewer lines to an extent
that the wastewater treatment capacity of
the system was compromised. In 2007,
the Flathead County Commissioners, with
the assistance of a community advisory
committee, formed a stormwater project
to upgrade the antiquated stormwater conveyance system and mitigate untreated
stormwater.
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